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Territorial divisions, was in front of the First Army.*
On the 26th August more than 2,600 prisoners, mostly
British, 7 field batteries, and one heavy battery of
artillery were taken by the First Army.f If the British
held their ground on the 27th, the enveloping movement
round both flanks by the II. and III. Corps J respectively
might bring about another considerable victory.
Let us now turn to the despatch of Sir John French
on the operations during these days of the Battle of
Solesmes ;
"During the fighting on the 24th and 25th the
cavalry became a good deal scattered, but by the early
morning of the 26th General Allenby had succeeded in
concentrating two brigades to the south of Cambrai.
" The 4th Division was placed under the orders of
the General Officer Commanding the Second Army
Corps.
" On the 24th the French Cavalry Corps, consisting
of three divisions, under General Sordet, had been in
billets north of Avesnes. On my way back from
Bavai, which was my ' Poste de Commandement' during
the fighting of the 23rd and 24th, I visited General
Sordet, and earnestly requested his co-operation and
support. He promised to obtain sanction from his
Army Commander to act on my left flank, but said that
* Actually three British infantry divisions (3rd, 4th, and 5th),
the 19th Infantry Brigade, the 84th French Territorial Division, and
Sordet's French Cavalry Corps, fought at Le Cateau, and the British
cavalry was hardly engaged,
f The British lost 38 guns, including only one 80-pounder gun>
not battery, The French lost no guns (see Major Becke's " The
Royal Regiment of Artillery at Le Cateau ").
JVon Kkck ignores the presence of the I. (British) Corps on
ibe east of his III. Corps, and the French Territorial Divisions from
Bapaume and Arras outside his II. Corps.

